
Construction Law Section Council Meeting 
February 6, 2018 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

1. Welcome 
 

a. 6:06 p.m. - Mike Schollaert called the meeting to order  
 

b. Attendance - Mike Schollaert, Robin Banks, Pat Madigan, Kevin Kelly, Jennifer 
Taff, Lisa Sparks, Tony Vittoria, John Prisbe, Emily Brennan, Dan Scherr, Ilya 
Altman and Matt Hjortsberg attended in person.  Michael Skojec, Jim Thompson, 
Darren Burns, Nicole Campbell, Bob Dashiell and Lucas Webster attended by 
telephone. 

 
2. Review of the January 2, 2018 meeting minutes was conducted.  The minutes were 

moved to be approved as submitted, the motion was seconded and carried unopposed. 
 

3. Treasurer’s Report – Given by Mike Schollaert on Ted Dunlap’s behalf.  Overall 
budget of $5,861.  $4,861 of that is allocated to meals and $1,000 is allocated to 
programs.  The total cost for the AIA program was $3,417, but once sponsorship and 
revenue received for the program are accounted for the program will have cost us 
around $600.  Meal expenses to date are only $273.  We have considerable budget 
funds leftover for our remaining activities.   

 
4. Programs Update   

 
a. Spring Program.  Matt Hjortsberg and Bob Dashiell provided the report.  The 

program will be held on April 17, at the Judicial Conference Center in Annapolis.  
Confirmed speakers are Lt. Governor Boyd Rutherford, Phil Andrews and Scott 
Livingston.  All speakers have confirmed.  Baltimore City Law Department 
Michael Mullin, Chief of Contract Section also wants to participate.  Promoting 
the event can begin.  Registration would be $20 for private practice, non-section 
(Administrative or Construction) members, and $15.00 for section members and 
government employees.  It will be a half day program starting in the morning.  
We need to secure the breakfast vendor.  Bob Dashiell has contacted them and is 
to follow up as they advised him it was too early to book.  The Administrative 
Law Section will be co-sponsoring this event.  We need to develop issues for 
them to present on, but it will be a round table discussion.  Jenn Taff to send an 
email to Pat Sheehan to confirm final details, content, sponsorship payment and 
advertising of the program.  John Prisbe to follow up with Gore Brothers to 
gauge their interest in both sponsoring and video recording the program. 
 

b. Annual Meeting Program.  Report was given by Mike Schollaert.  The False 
Claims Act will be the topic, and Shelly Martin of the Maryland OAG's office 
False Claims Unit and Tom Corcoran from the US Attorney’s Office, and Lori 
Lang from Peckar and Abramson.  We have submitted our proposed name of the 



Program and information about the speakers.  Speakers are confirmed.  Still 
waiting to hear from MSBA as to which program slots we have been given, and 
there may be competition for that spot.  From there it will be coordinating the 
speakers to develop their presentation topics, areas, slides, etc.  Lisa Sparks and 
Mike Schollaert to follow up on this.  We should also give consideration for a 
sponsor for this program, and Lisa Sparks mentioned a potential accountant as a 
sponsor.  Katz Abosh and Hertzbach were also mentioned, along with Wiley 
Wright and Cohn Reznick. 

 
c. Spring Happy Hour.  Report from Emily Brennan.  May 10 is the date.  Emily 

Brennan has spoken with Mike Pappas to finalize and book the event.  The tour 
typically takes an hour and winds up at the sports bar area.  $10 fee for 
admission, which gets 2 drink tickets and appetizers as well as free parking.  
Baker Donelson and Peckar and Abramson each contributing $500.  VSB can 
register their members through their website.  Emily has marketing materials to 
provide to Lucas for promotion.  Start time for the event was planned for 4:00. 

 
5. Committee Reports: 

 
a. Legislative & Case Law –  Pat Madigan provided a report.  Court of Appeals 

granted cert in the case involving the Construction Trust Fund Act.  Hearing is 
April 5.  Legislatively there are some bills working through committees in both 
chambers.  Pat Madigan to send stuff to Lucas Webster and Teddie Arnold to post 
on the website and the Section’s LinkedIn page. 
 

b. Programs – were covered above. 
 
c. Membership – John Prisbe gave the report.  No updates. 
 
d. Judicial Education – Dan Scherr provided the report.  Received confirmation that 

we are on the list of potential presenters for the 2020 Judicial College program.  
Mike Schollaert discussed potential topics including Little Miller Act, prompt 
payment act and construction trust fund as well as warranty issues.  Lucas 
Webster to follow up with Mike Schollaert about this. 

 
e. Communication – Teddie Arnold was not in attendance but provided a written 

report to Michael Schollaert about LinkedIn.  Darren Burns stated he and Teddie 
Arnold are to get together to discuss credentials for administrative users and 
management of the site.  Anyone can post to it as a user.  Teddie Arnold and 
Darren Burns are able to keep the “top spot” on the list of discussion topics 
anchored, so we can manage the first content.  Lucas Webster also reported on the 
website, saying that he would like to update it with upcoming Bid Protest 
Program once Jennifer Taff speaks with Pat Sheehan of the Administrative Law 
Section. 
 

f. Government Contracts – covered above for the Bid Protest program. 



 
g. Nominating Committee – We need to prepare this committee, and Michael 

Schollaert proposed he, Matt Hjortsberg and Robin Banks serve as the committee.  
The motion was second and carried unopposed 

 
8. Old Business – None 
 
9. New Business 
 

a. Mike Schollaert reported that it appears this year we may have some money leftover 
at the end of the year.  That money could be used for additional endeavors.  Folks 
were invited to give thoughts on additional activities.  Robin Banks mentioned the 
year end Council dinner as an expense to be accounted for yet.  Emily Brennan 
agreed to take the lead on searching out potential locations for the year end dinner, 
location to be in Baltimore. 

 
10. Meeting Adjourned 6:51 p.m. 

 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Lucas F. Webster, Secretary 


