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Construction Law Section Council Meeting 
August 15, 2017 – Planning Meeting 

 
MINUTES 

 
I. Welcome 
 

• 6:05 p.m. - Mike Schollaert called the meeting to order 
 

• Attendance - Ilya Altman, Teddy Arnold, Robin Banks, Emily Brennan, Darren 
Burns (on phone), Nicole Campbell, Robert Dashiell, Matt Hjortsberg, Kevin 
Kelehan (phone), Kevin Kelly, Pat Madigan, John Prisbe, Dan Scherr, Mike 
Schollaert, Lisa Sparks, Jennifer Taff, Jim Thompson (on phone), Tony Vittoria, 
Lucas Webster,  

 
II. Next Meeting – Tuesday, September 5 at 6:00 p.m., Bar Headquarters.  Mike Schollaert 

is to circulate a calendar invite for all future meetings. 
 

III. Dan Scherr - Review of our Sections presentation at the MSBA Annual Meeting.  The 
program was a review of the economic loss doctrine with Judge Leahy, John King and 
Lucas Webster serving on the panel and Lisa Sparks moderating.  The general feeling 
was that it was a successful, engaged program.  Efforts to secure the same morning time 
slot for next year should be made.  Perhaps having a broader topic helped, per Lisa 
Sparks.  Having Judge Leahy involved was also a big help. 
 

IV. Treasurer Report – Ted Dunlap (written report submitted – announced by Mike 
Schollaert) $4,148 budget for 2017-2018. 
 

V. Programs 
 
Program schedule includes a fall program, spring program and the annual meeting.  We 
could potentially do a fourth program if there are topics/ideas worthy to consider. 
 

a. First Program - AIA Updated Documents.  Robin Banks on drafting committee, 
Ken Cobleigh is counsel and managing director of the AIA.  Both agree to speak.  
Likely a good program topic for the fall.  Mike Bomba from the AIA is also to be 
considered for the panel.  Of note, the Real Estate Section is doing a full-day CLE 
in the fall, with one slot - 50 minutes - presenting on the AIA documents.  We 
will still try to partner with them to jointly present this program, which will be 
much more in depth.  Targeting late October / early November.  10/10, 24 or 
11/14.  Date preferred in that order.  Location the Columbia Sheraton, 6:00 to 
8:30 with dinner.  Sponsor ideas - Rimkus was suggested by Lisa Sparks.  Kevin 
Kelly to support Mike Schollaert and Robin Banks with the program. 
 

b. Mike Schollaert proposed a False Claims Act program, but was concerned that 
obtaining speakers might be a challenge.  Matt Hjortsberg thought someone from 
the AGs office would speak.  Ted Dunlap offered to contact AGs office for 
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potential speakers, and Matt Hjortsberg will as well.  Robert Dashiell suggested a 
whistleblower angle to include as well.  The Section determined it would be 
willing to assist with out of pocket expenses for the speaker who, as a state 
employee, would have to fund such themselves. It was noted that the False Claims 
Act was recently expanded to municipalities as well.  Discussion regarding 
whether program had broad enough appeal for Annual Meeting. 

 
c. Bid Protests was proposed as a topic by Matt Hjortsberg. 

 
d. Ted Dunlap considered topics that tie in to engineering issue - like use of drones 

to document construction projects.  Also using security camera footage for 
documenting progress and activities on the site.  Mike Schollaert asked about 
scientific or technical equipment/analysis that was used on the site, such as GPR 
and X-Rays.  Ted Dunlap offered RTI’s services and space for potential program. 

 
e. A Green Building program was suggested by Robin Banks.  Tracy Steedman or 

Stuart Kaplan could serve as potential speakers.  Baltimore City connection with 
Ilya Altman to speak on their perspective for Green Building requirements.  It was 
believed that MDE did a program on environmental buildings.  Wilde Lake 
Middle School in Howard County was identified as a project that is alleged to be 
"net zero" energy usage school. 

 
f. Discussion was also held on partnering with the Administrative Section for 

potential programs. Environmental or critical areas was suggested as a potential 
program. 

g. Discussion regarding a potential brown bag lunch program with various 
governmental entities providing comments such as MHIC, MDE, Baltimore City 
Green Buildings, etc. 
 

VI. Joint Happy Hour with the VSB Public and Construction Law Council.  Emily Brennan 
worked with Shannon Briglia to arrange for one.  Matt Hjortsberg reached out to Mike 
Pappas but was unable to reach him about hosting the event at the MGM Casino, 
including a potential tour of the building.  Whiting-Turner could also potentially provide 
a tour.  The anticipated date for this event would be in the Spring of 2018, probably 
April. 
 

VII. Committees 
 
Chairs for our standing committees and formation of Ad Hoc committees were as 
follows: 
 

a. Legislative and Case Law Committee - Pat Madigan will again Chair.  He gave an 
overview of recent decisions.  Pat Madigan will provide caselaw and legislative 
updates to Lucas Webster to be uploaded to the Section’s website. 
 

b. Program Committee - Jennifer Taff and Nicole Campbell will co-Chair. 
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c. Membership Committee - Kevin Kelehan will Chair. 
 

d. Judicial Education Committee - Dan Scherr andRobert Dashiell will co-Chair.  
The Section participates in the judicial institute education program.  This year’s is 
current scheduled for October 18.  Presenters are Lisa Sparks and Matt Hjortsberg 
on delay claims, Mike Schollaert on mechanics' liens, and Dan Scherr on 
damages.   

 
Nicole Campbell and Jennifer Taff agreed to reach out to judge acquaintances 
they have on the Baltimore City Circuit Court to try and set up a presentation 
specifically to that bench. 

 
e. Communications Committee - Lucas Webster and Teddy Arnold will co-Chair. 

 
f. Government Contracts Committee - Teddy Arnold will again chair.  Matt 

Hjortsberg and Robert Dashiell to assist.  An invitation to the committee will also 
be extended to Judge Andrea Leahy. 

 
g. Diversity Committee – The Counsel decided to make this an element of the 

Membership Committee. 
 

h. By-Laws Committee - Mike Schollaert to review them and ensure compliance, 
with Robin Banks assisting. 

 

VIII. New Business 
 

Happy Hour Networking Events - Tony Vittoria suggested inviting Judges to these 
events.  Judge attendance results in participant attendance.  Co-Sponsoring with another 
Section would also make sense.  We considered targeting a mid- to late-September joint 
happy hour with the Administrative Law section.  Sponsors such as Gore Brothers and 
Rimkus were considered.  Emily Brennan agreed to work on this. 
 
Lisa Sparks is teaching a construction law class at UB this fall, and would like to promote 
a discounted pricing for students to attend the conference, as well as discounted pricing to 
join the section.  The Council agreed with this request, and discussion with MSBA is to 
follow. 

 
IX. Old Business - None 

 
X. Upcoming Meetings - Tuesday evenings.  Either 1st or 2nd of the month.  Suggested to 

be 1st Tuesdays. 
 
Tony Vittoria moved to adjourn the meeting, Darren Burns seconded. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:18. 
 



4 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lucas F. Webster, Secretary 


