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Maryland State Bar Association, Consumer Bankruptcy Section 
 

Minutes of 04/22/2015 Council Meeting 
(prepared by Leslie A. Pladna for Dan Press, Secretary) 

 
Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at Merrill LAD (Baltimore) by Tiffany S. Franc at 6:25 
pm via teleconference with attendees at Merrill LAD (Rockville). 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
 
Roberto Allen moved to approve minutes of 02/25/2015 Council Meeting, which was 
seconded, and those minutes were approved. 
 
A motion to approve the minutes of the 03/24/2015 Council Meeting was seconded and 
those minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Tiffany S. Franc and/or Richard Stolker reported the following: 
 
The remaining budget balance for this year as of March 31, 2015 is $3,076 for meetings 
& meals; $108 for “other” expenditures, leaving a net balance of $2,967 

Tiffany S. Franc had discussions with Tamara Jackson, MSBA Director of 
Administration (with oversight on Section reimbursements) regarding the nature of 
billing and cost expenditures used for 2014 CBS Holiday party that were scrutinized 
unfavorably by MSBA. Tiffany S. Franc reported that according to MSBA if we go over 
budget we will be penalized (i.e. future budget reductions) because this is perceived by 
MSBA as being an ongoing issue with our Section. The magnitude of our “holiday” party 
spending is egregious and they will not pay for “party planner” services in the future.  
Suggestions were made by Ms. Jackson for how to allocate holiday expenditures to 
avoid undo or adverse attention from MSBA.   

Discussion amongst Council Attendees re: which of certain expenditures should come 
out of different CBS allocated budget sources and/or how to re-allocate to avoid issues 
raised by MSBA.  Richard Stolker to contact with other MSBA officers on this issues. 

Michael Ostroff pointed out that MSBA budget numbers are “estimates” at times raising 
the query “how do we know” that CBS is misallocating costs or exceeding budget. 

Tiffany S. Franc reported that she suggested to Ms. Jackson that CBS expenses be re-
allocated to different type of budget expense to avoid issues with food costs exceeding 
annual budget category.  MSBA reportedly contends the exceeding of the CBS food 
budget is an on-going issue that has heightened scrutiny of CBS’s budget practices for 
food expenditures.   
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Distinctions about CBS budget being dues-based, lack of “for-fee” programming events, 
and that CBS is more active than other MSBA Sections with opening meetings all year 
round were discussed.  Decision was to task the Executive Committee with further 
addressing MSBA’s position on claims of mis-allocation of budget.  Sari Kurland 
reported that in her former capacity as CBS Chair she requested last year more money 
to be allocated to avoid this on-going issue but was told by MSBA to “spend the money 
first” before seeking an increase in budget allocation. 

This budget issue raised questions about the (10th annual) OC seminar and 
expenditures for same; Tiffany S. Franc and Michael Ostroff to teleconference next 
week on this issue. 

The (pending) meal cost for the March (closed) Council meeting was estimated at 
$1,000.  

The (estimated) meal cost for the April Council meeting is $200.   

The (estimated) meal cost for this May Council meeting is under $200.    

The Belsky Plaque for 2015 Ocean City Seminar is still expected to be approximately 
$100.   

Estimate for any additional costs beyond attendee fee for Spring Banquet is uncertain 
due to lack of attendee estimate.  OC and Spring Banquet budget issues deferred to 
later in the meeting. 

- Roll call and self-introductions for all attendees was conducted. 

Chair’s Report  
 
Tiffany S. Franc reported that budget was approved for next year on par with what we 
received this year; no extra monies authorized. 
 
Tiffany S. Franc introduced Susan Francis, Deputy Director Maryland Volunteer Lawyer 
Service, who gave MVLS Report.  
 

MVLS Report: 

Ms. Francis reported the following: 

- provided the MVLS mission statement 
- discussed MVLS’s continuing efforts providing MVLS volunteer attorneys to work 

with the DAP Program (Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursdays – 10 am to 2 pm) and 
continued communications with the USBC regarding those efforts 

- a University of Maryland School of Law Bankruptcy Clinic is planned (Michael 
Ostroff suggested putting announcement out to assist students interested in working 
with mentor BK attorneys; the possibility of utilizing University of Maryland School of 
Law for space was briefly entertained. 
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- Leslie A. Pladna requested that MVLS discuss with the USBC contacts the 
possibility of providing locations at both courthouses for attorneys (via DAP or 
otherwise) to meet with hearing-impaired clients or potential clients and have use of 
sign language interpreters for those meetings 

- MVLS Ethics issues to avoid conflicts with large creditor firms discussed 
- No asset Chapter 7 Pro Bono cases discussed (other jurisdictions are reportedly 

doing this 
- Reported that MVLS foreclosure client rosters are still high in Maryland 
- Provided attendess with handout with MVLS Consumer Law Activities 
- Planned Round table re: student loans in Fall 2015 
- Seniors are being helped by MVLS 
- Ellen Riedl, MVLS Staff Attorney, presented Affidavit Judgment Clinic description; 

discussion of Neil Lewis cases 
- MVLS Tax Sale seminar scheduled for May 18, 2015 
- New legislation being proposed to increase owner-occupied time to re-pay on city 

tax/water bills discussed 
- Department of Public Works (Baltimore City) negotiating on water bills discussed 

Committee Reports 
 

Newsletter: Wayne Clarke, Editor, reported: 
 
A call to action for newsletter articles; Roberto Allen offered his associate to do 
article; Tiffany S. Franc has Chapter 13 information she plans to submit for an 
article 

 
Ocean City: Bud Stephen Tayman, Chair; Tiffany S. Franc, Co-Chair reported: 

  
The conference topic for the Friday, June 12th 8:30 a.m. event is: 
 
“THE STATE OF FORECLOSURE IN MARYLAND” 
 
Panelists: Tiffany S. Franc, Bud Stephen Tayman, Roberto Allen, Terri Lowery, 
Fred Nix, Mike Wolff, Susan Francis 
 
- Seminar will address hearing (and sharing your own) real life accounts of 
attorneys navigating the foreclosure crisis in Maryland. Learn about an 
interesting new loss mitigation/mediation program, exclusive to the bankruptcy 
court, that is having success in other jurisdictions and that the consumer 
bankruptcy section is attempting to implement in Maryland and how just the filing 
of a bankruptcy can increase a homeowners likelihood of obtaining favorable 
loan modification. 

 
Tiffany S. Franc requested help with need for projector that can attach to her 
laptop; she suggested not renting equipment due to the high cost; the possibility 
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contacting other Sections about the possibility of sharing the equipment cost 
charged by the hotel would be explored 
  
Question was raised about whether seminar would be webcast; Jeff Nesson 
suggested consideration of recording it and putting it on YouTube 
 
The Food/Beverage requests are due by May 15th; AV equipment requests due 
by May 1st  

  
Loss Mitigation in Bankruptcy: Terri Lowery, Chair 

 
Tiffany S. Franc reported for Terri Lowery that on Monday, April 20, 2015 (o/b/o 
and in Terri’s absence) Tiffany presented to Mark Neal, Judge Rice & Judge 
Alquist providing MVLS statistics on increase in number of foreclosures and 
USBC’s need to fill gap in State Court process; Judge Rice reportedly liked the 
information and ideas presented and suggested that a possible presentation to a 
larger group of judges would be appropriate; more information on which BK 
jurisdictions are utilizing mortgage loss mitigation was raised; slides on creditor 
concerns were also provided at the presentation to address issues and concerns 
raised by Michael Cantrell and Richard London 
 
Legislation: Richard London, Chair, reported: 

A recap on the fact that BK legislation is not getting any traction; issues relate to 
foreclosure task force, financial literacy (perceived as a local government/County 
issue); bills have trickled to not much 

Public Outreach: Sari Kurland & Elan Feder, Co-Chairs; Elan Feder reported: 
    
MSBA has blessed the project 

o Wants to review flyer – will then be able to include MSBA logo 
o Likes the call center – no need for wonky work-arounds 
o MSBA will act as intermediate business-entity for contracting 

§ We will collect admin fees from participants & send money to 
MSBA 

o Need to add website to flyer (William Grafton to assist with website 
creation) 

 
Need to establish single point-of-contact for Outreach Project between CBS and 
MSBA (Paul Carlin – MSBA Director) and between CBS and DLLR; motion was 
made, seconded, and passed that Sari Kurland and Elan Feder would being the 
liaisons and include Chair in all communications 

 
Samples of a finalized, revised draft of the flyer were distributed at meeting with 
unanimous positive reaction from attendees 
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Committee’s Next steps include: 
o Can MBSA do printing in house or have a recommended vendor? 
o Which call-center will we recommend to the section? 
o Update DLLR on progress 
o Follow up with MSBA re: malpractice ins. 

§ county bar ass’n referral services require proof of participant’s 
coverage  

§ they do not require inclusion as additional insured 
§ indemnification clause 

o Determine qualifications for participating attorneys 
o Section approval for: 

§ Flyer language – Michael Ostroff to do Spanish translation 
§ Printer 
§ Call center selection 
§ Participant Qualifications 

o Later: 
§ Once other details worked out – calculate appropriate admin fee 

for participants 
 
 Brown Bags: Mark Park McLean & Stacey Rogan, Co-Chairs (not able to attend) 
 
 No report; passed until next meeting  
 
 Per Tiffany S. Franc – plan for June, 2015 (date TBD) on Post-Judgment Issues  
  Per Tiffany S. Franc – plan for Fall, 2015 (date TBD) on Student Loan Issues 
 

Local Rules: Dan Press and Mary Park McLean, Co-Chairs (not able to attend) 
 
No report; passed until next meeting 
 
Community Service: Jeff Nesson, Chair 
 
Nothing to report 
 
Nominations: Mary Park McLean, Chair (not able to attend) 
 
No report; passed until next meeting (see discussion under New Business) 

  
Old Business 
 

PathFinder Software  

Fred Nix reported and presented draft letter to attendees of proposed letter to 
Mark Neal regarding CBS member issues with release of this software module; 
discussion about length and detail resulted in suggestion for Fred Nix to reduce 
content to bullet points on major issues to facilitate dialogue with Court Clerk and 
bench on this issue 
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Treasurer & Past Chair Positions 

Tiffany S. Franc presented copy of Taxation Section Sample By-Laws for review 
by attendees; discussion of whether it was feasible to reduce number of Council 
Officers to combine Treasurer and Secretary positions to one position; Michael 
Ostroff noted the need to have a quorum and/or issues with voting matters that 
may arise if there is a reduction Council members to an even number. 

New Business 
 
 Removal of Members  
 

Tiffany S. Franc presented issue of two (2) Council members (Tony Aquia and 
Jeannette Rice) elected for the June 2014 - June 2016 term who have both failed 
to attend any meetings since February 2015, that due notice by mail had been 
sent by Tiffany consistent with the Council By-Laws to both persons with no 
response; Jeff Nesson moved for their removal from the Council, which was 
seconded by William Grafton, and the motion passed unanimously.  
 

 Spring Banquet 
 

Tiffany S. Franc presented the issue of the May 15, 2015 (12 pm – 2 pm) CBS 
Spring Banquet at Carrol’s Creek Café, Annapolis; invitations were sent out to 
Judges, AUSTs & Clerk.  
 
A discuss ensued amongst the Council members about what cost to charge 
attendees ($25 vs. $35/person) -- in light of issues raised earlier about MSBA’s 
scrutiny of food expenditures and being over-budget -- and how much the CBS 
Section will cover; consensus was to allow Tiffany S. Franc to use discretion in 
her capacity as organizer of event; also discussed was issue of getting Council to 
pay the difference for the food cost and to consider inviting other MSBA 
members 

 
 By-Laws Amendment  
 

Tiffany S. Franc presented issue re: the following proposed revisions to the By-
Laws: 

 
 Article VIII, section 2 

Current Language: “All bills incurred by the Section, the Committees or officers, before 
being paid shall be approved by the Chair, or as the Council may from time to time 
direct.”  

 
Proposed Language:  “All bills incurred by the Section, the Committees or Officers, 
before being paid, shall be (i) provided for in a budget approved by the Council; or (ii) 
approved by the Chair. Any and all requests for personal reimbursements for payments 
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made on the Sections behalf shall first be made to the Treasurer and Chair, who shall then 
authorize the reimbursement with the necessary personnel at the Association.” 
 
Richard Stolker suggested tabling the issue for future discussions in light of other 
budget issues to be explored further with MSBA as referenced supra. 
 
Attendees (Baltimore): 
 
Tiffany S. Franc 
Becky Herr 
Marc Kivitz 
Roberto Allen 
William Grafton 
Susan Francis 
Jeff Nesson 
Wayne Clarke 
Michael Cantrell 
Leslie A. Pladna 
(and others) 
 

 
Attendees (Rockville): 
 
Mike Wolff 
Sari Kurland 
Elan Feder 
Michael Ostroff 
Richard Stolker 
Fred Nix 
Terri Lowery 
Heather Gomes 

 (and others) 
 
Adjournment (at approximately: 8:50 pm) 
 


