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IN ATTENDANCE Richard L. Flax, Esquire, Chair; Hon. Julia B. Weatherly, Vice 
Chair; David C. Chiu, Esquire, Secretary;  Master Mary M. Kramer, Assistant to the 
Secretary; Hon. Ruth Jakubowski, Past Chair; Erin Gable, Esquire, Master Andrea 
F. Kelly; Hon. Marybeth McCormick; Hon. Robert C. Nally;  Hon. John E. Nunn, III; 
Franklin B. Olmsted, Esquire; David L. Palmer, Esquire; T. Christine Pham, Esquire; 
and special guest, Hon. Alexander Wright Jr,  
 

The meeting was called to order. 
 
[Because the meeting was begun during dinner with the Chair presenting 

examples of electronic filing, the submission of the minutes from the February 9, 
2012, meeting for approval was inadvertently overlooked.  The minutes were 
approved via e-mail following the meeting.-Ed.] 

 
After a brief show-and-tell by the Chair of examples of electronic filing 

with comments, questions and discussion from the Council regarding systems 
that have been (asbestos litigation), will be (A.A. county pilot) or are currently 
(Federal) in use, the Chair introduced our guest, the Honorable Alexander 
Wright, Jr., of the Court of Special Appeals, who as the MSBA Board of Governors 
Liason to the JAS, wanted to attend a JAC meeting. 

 
Judge Weatherly spoke briefly on the various Rules that are being 

proposed, including those   
• addressing the initial bail appearance OPD requirement issues 
• permitting limited appearances in civil matters (following 17 states 

with similar rules) 
• governing a reply to opposition to motions 

 
Frank Olmstead gave his usual outstanding summaries of legislation 

requiring Council consideration and recommendations of the non-judicial 
members present.  (His letter summarizing the Council’s recommendations is 
attached.)  As always, his and co-chair Rosalyn Pugh’s yearly efforts continue to 
be greatly appreciated! 

 



Christine Pham assured everyone that contrary to popular belief, her 
“How To” project was alive and kicking.  She is compiling a list of contacts from 
each jurisdiction to put together a comprehensive reference manual on how 
various procedural issues are handled in each jurisdiction.  (Attached is her 
proposed list of topics.) 

 
The Chair suggested that although he was inviting every past Chair (and 

spouse) to the May event, it was not a “Past Chair” event but simply his inviting 
them to the Council’s last meeting.  The Chair-Elect suggested that if all the past 
Chairs were being invited, they should each be introduced and given the 
opportunity to make brief remarks. 

 
The Chair reminded everyone of “our” (i.e. Judge Battaglia’s Are You 

Smarter Than…) event at the MSBA June meeting and asked who was planning 
on attending. 

 
Master Kelly gave an update on the JAS/Family Law “Special Event” 

highlighting the SRL project results, with a target date sometime in October, and 
confirmed that a venue has been obtained for the membership-revenue 
generating event. 

 
The meeting was adjourned.  
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
DAVID C. CHIU, Esquire 
Secretary, JAS Council 
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